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MAAA website is at  www.maaa.asn.au   
 

 
As there has not been much action from the field I have dragged this pic of a large Corsair from my collection. 

The pic was taken at a Sale Club KNAP event and unfortunately, from memory,  the model didn’t survive the day 

http://www.lvmac.org.au/
http://photos.lvmac.org.au/
http://www.vmaa.com.au/
http://www.maaa.asn.au/
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MEMBERSHIP & FEES:  The MAAA /VMAA earlybird discount no longer applies.  As of 

Sunday 30/8/20 we have 48 paid up members  !  Senior Members = 22  ,  Junior Members 

= 0, Pensioner Members = 14,  Associate members  = 6,  Life Members = 3 & Indoor Only 

members = 3 
 

Direct debit the best way to pay your fees.   BSB 063 530         Account No 10068336 
 

**************** 

Pressies Preamble, 
         

Hi Guys, 
 

                  You will have to use your imagination on this episode as there is very little action going on at the 

field, although in saying that Wayne and myself did quite a few circuits on Saturday, unfortunately most of 

them were on the mower. Yes even though we are not using it as much that grass does not wait for anyone, so 

we just lowered the level. 
 

                 Surprisingly enough the roster that was suggested by Roy White, and is being run very well by one 

and the same, has not reached a stage where the hat has had to be used to nominate fliers, and in the days prior 

to this lock down stage we were just managing to stay within the regulated numbers, what happened? You can 

count weather as one factor and maybe the ever growing home job list as another and possibly the use of 

simulators to fill in the void (no repairs required on this avenue) , whatever the reason I hope it improves when 

the restrictions are lifted. 
 

              There should be a whole swag of maiden flights as soon as we resume normal service so let's hope we 

haven't got too long to go before that eventuates and we will all try and make up for lost time. 
 

                  That's it from me, see you at the field......................Cheers Chris. 
 

****************** 

 
Above - One of Wayne’s foam collection – A Monocoupe 110 Special 

The real aeroplane won the 1948 International Aerobatic Championship and is hanging in the Smithsonian Air and Space Musem in 

Washington, USA 



3 
 

There has been no Indoor Flying due to the Covid 19 Stage 3 restrictions. 
 

******************** 

 

Don’t forget if you use the rescue boat you must wear a PDF or life Jacket. 
You also need to know how to use the PDF lifejackets. If you don’t know, ask ! 

 
The boat is now in the “ New Container ”. 

The rowlock rubbers on the oars have now been replaced.  
They were both well worn ! 

 
There is also some dry firewood in the new container 

 
Current Flying situation -  
 
It was looking very likely that we may have to close the Flying Fields down completely but we believe 
it would be possible to abide by the proposed restrictions with a maximum of 4 members at the field 
and those members willing to comply with some strict rules. The VMAA did suggest that fields 
should be closed as they thought it would be too hard to control, particularly in larger clubs. This has 
not been the case in our club ! 
 
Roy offered to coordinate it this and is doing a great job. I think about 10 members have been flying 
under this system with no problems at all. 
 
The Stage 3 restrictions this time are not the same as last time. The Government now has 
deliberately added „Outdoor Recreation‟ to exercise as a reason for going out, presumably because 
they realise other pursuits such as golf, fishing, Surfing, etc can be done safely and are in the best 
interests of the community. 
 
Clearly we cannot have a „gathering‟ at the Flying Field, but just the same as you can have a number 
of pairs on a golf course fairway we believe you could reasonably have two pairs of members at the 
Field. 
 
The system we are using at Lake Narracan is ………: 
Morning - weekdays - 7.00am till Midday & Weekends 9.00am till Midday 
Afternoons – 12.30pm till 4.00pm 
 
A maximum of 2 pairs of members at the Field. 
The 2 pairs are to park and remain at opposite ends of the parking area. 
Only 2 members would be at the flying line at any one time, staying 1 at each end of the flight line. 
Roy has made some signage marking the appropriate areas. 
 
(The two pairs must not gather and should there be 3 members at the field, the pair and the single 
must not gather, of course other measures would be met, social distancing, face masks, closed gate 
etc) 
 

By email to jenny.roy@wideband.net.au; members singularly or as a pair need to nominate by the 
previous day (by 6.30pm) their desire to attend the field. Should more than 4 names be submitted, 
Roy would draw 4 out of a hat and reply by 7.30pm to all nominees. (For fairness Roy would place 
successful nominees to the end of the „queue‟ for the next draw). Day workers would also get 
preference for weekend slots. 
 

Roy has also been keeping a record of all activity much the same as the Traralgon Golf Club is doing. 
 

We do mention, however, that should the VMAA or other governing body declare that the field must 
completely shut down we would of course abide by that decision. 
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Congratulations to Chris Eeles from Warragul for passing his Gold Wings test.  

Chris has now lined up for an Instructors Course !    Well done Chris. 
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Hi Guys, 
Brief flying report from Sunday morning 30/8/20 at Lake Narracan. I managed to get three flights in 
before the wind sprang up making it un-flyable. Roy and Goddy also had one flight. Unfortunately 
Goddy lost his Ugly Stick due to servo failure gremlins. Strip and surrounding grass in fantastic 
condition thanks to „grounds crew‟! 

 
   Cheers Chris Eeles 

 
 
Above - Chris Eeles models - the biplane is a “Reactor” by Great Planes running 4s 1400ma packs 
and the big 3D is a Skywing Edge ep foam running 6 s ( 2x2200ma 3s packs in series) 
 

*************** 
 

Combat Classic –  Postponed until we are off stage 3 restrictions 

 
****************** 

 
http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-016-POWER-BRONZE-SILVER-WINGS.pdf 
 

http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-017-POWER-GOLD-WINGS.pdf 
 

http://u.b5z.net/i/u/10194601/f/Flight_Intruc/Part_5_5_-_Description_of_Gold_Wings_Manoeuvres.pdf 

( read in conjunction with the MAAA Bronze, Silver & gold  Wings Sheet as there are manoeuvres that we do 

not do,  included in this pdf ) 

 
 

http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-016-POWER-BRONZE-SILVER-WINGS.pdf
http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-017-POWER-GOLD-WINGS.pdf
http://u.b5z.net/i/u/10194601/f/Flight_Intruc/Part_5_5_-_Description_of_Gold_Wings_Manoeuvres.pdf
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AGM 
The 30

th
 April was the end of the financial year for the Club. We would normally 

have had our AGM in June but that didn’t happen due to Mr Covid 19. We have 

had a second Committee Meeting and have decided to get a 3 month extension from 

Consumer Affairs and have an outdoor AGM on Sunday 8
th

 November 20 at 

1.00pm. Hopefully by then the weather will be on the improve and an outdoor 

meeting will be quite pleasant. We may have a limit on the number of members 

allowed and that all depends on the State Government directives at the time.  

Naturally we will keep members updated as things change or become known to us. 
 

***************** 
Don  Grant has been Busy …….. 
 
Modifications to an Oldtimer model, a Gas Champ Don bought from Barry Nugent’s estate and the difficulty 

the new height limits are causing the OldTimer group. 

 
Because of the new height restrictions there has been talk that preceding our Old Timer comps we might need 

to have a maximum height demonstration to give the flyers an idea of the maximum height, so I have changed 

the model to electric and equipped it with a receiver/stabiliser and vario-altitude sensor which sends 

telementery data back to my TX via speech and display.  

 

The photos show a before and after of my method of removing the silk and dope covering which had become 

very brittle. I cover the part with paper towels soak it in acetone, cover the part with a garbage bag to keep it 

moist, then when the dope has become soft I remove the covering, clean up the left over bits with more acetone 

and then recover.  



7 
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Above – the finished project 

 

 Apart from the Covid restrictions we have not been able to hold any comps because of the height restrictions 

and have been trying to get exemptions for the fields that we fly at on the days of our comps. We haven't been 

told it can't happen but it is taking a long time to make any progress.   

     

The NSW. modelers are developing an electronic height warning device which can be set to various heights, the 

following article about this is from our newsletter.  
  

Height Indicators 

From Peter Scott. 

On speaking to Harry Sokol about a height transmitter with a variable setting i.e. 400ft atmost club fields, up to 

2000ft at authorised venues, he was convinced that there was noproblem whatsoever with producing a good 

usable and reliable height indicator. 

A small transmitter in the model will send a message to a small receiver, which can be attached to your 

transmitter or on your belt and will give a warning that the height that you pre-set has been reached. 

This is all underway, the transmitter in the model will be specific to your receiver and each transmitter will 

have its own band. I have ordered three transmitters and one receiver, delivery in the next few weeks. More 

details later, but this gets us over the question of how do you know how high you are at any field.  
 

Email from Harry Sokol. 

Peter, The project advances..... 

I have determined the physical layout of the ground unit and now the circuit board is done. I should get them in 

a week or two (corona-lag might slow it a bit) and can get on with the software phase. 

The ground unit will have 2 rotary switches to set desired maximum altitude (0 - 99) in units of 10 meters = 0 - 

990 meters. A 4 digit display will show the current altitude. To get altitude relative to actual location, a zero 

facility is incorporated. Press the zero button and allaltitude display and action is with ground altitude as 

reference. 
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An adjustment for the frequency of the buzzer is available via a variable resistor (trim pot)inside the case. Not a 

full spectrum, but adjustment around a centre of 4Khz.A binding facility is also incorporated to allow the 

airborne unit to bind to a particular base station. 

Integrated Lipo battery with inbuilt charger,just supply 5volts via mini USB connector (phone charger USB 

port on your computer, etc.) 

Attached is a 3d rendering of the base unit. 

Harry... 

 

 
 

Club Stickers & stuff…… 
 

Wayne now has some large club stickers that go on the inside of glass windows and they are for sale at 

$2.00ea. He also has the new Club Cloth Badges for Sale, at $8.00 each, Metal Badges for $5.00 each and 

White Stickers for  .50 cents each and Club Caps @ $15.00 . 
 

**************** 

 

 

Current Fuel Situation – If you need Nitro Fuel see Roy who is keeping some 4 lt bottles of 10% fuel 
in the Container. Toyworld has given us a good price for buying in bulk so 10% nitro is $44 for 4lts 
from the Container. That‟s 20% off RRP. If you want to transfer the money here are the details: 
 
BSB 063530 Account 10029601 Account Name: Roy White 
  
So you will need to plan ahead. Don‟t let yourself run out as there may be a time when there is no 
fuel available at the field. 
  
Failing the above you will need to get the Fuel directly from Toyworld in Traralgon. Normal price is 
$55 for 4lts  but if you remember to take your Club ID card to Toyworld Traralgon you can get your 
10% discount.  ie $50 for 4lts.  
 

**************** 

 

Sausage Sizzle Roster…… All Sausage Sizzles are cancelled until further notice as per recommendations by 

higher authorities. 
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Above -  Godwin’s GunnFighter went off the air due to a low receiver battery. They couldn’t find it on the day so Goddy came back 

the next day with his power boat and from the Lake, saw it in a tree. 

 

 

Keep up to date with the VMAA & MAAA updates ! 
 

 

 

 Many Thanks to those who have contributed to the newsletter with articles, Pictures and information 

this month. Its good to get some new contributors. Thanks also to our regulars, Ash, Graeme and Chris 

in particular for their monthly contributions. 

 
The Valley Flier Newsletter is owned and published by the Latrobe Valley Model Aero Club (incorporated) . Opinions expressed in this newsletter 

are those of the editor and authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Club or Association. Contributions accepted for publication may be 

edited as required. Whilst the publishers exercise due care with regard to the newsletter contents, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and/or  

omissions or any damage or offence that may be caused as a consequence.  
 



 
 

 


